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Word Families 
 

A word family is a group of words that are related by their spelling, 
grammar and meaning. Prefixes and suffixes can be added to a root word 

to make a new word. Words in the ‘play’ family include played, playing, 
player, display and replay. 

 
 

1) Which word family do each of these words belong to? 
 

unhelpful helper helping 
helped helps helpful 

 
These words all belong to the _________________ family. 
 

2) Which word family do each of these words belong to? 
 

likely likeable  dislike 
unlike liking liked 

 
These words all belong to the _________________ family. 
 

3) Tick the words that belong to the ‘place’ word family. 
 

placed  player  
platter  replacement  
displace  planted  
misplace  replace  

 
4) Sort the words into the correct word family. 

 

Build Appear Act Happy 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
unhappy builder acting disappearing 
rebuild happiness reappear reaction 

 


